A TRYING SPECTACLE — ELECTRICITY
DECLARED A FAILURE.

When the company, numbering 21, had assem-
bled in the littls room, Kemmler was brought in.
U Mow, gentlemen,™ said the Warden, “this is
Kemmler, I have warned him he has got to die,
and if hos has :.'u:.-lhinﬁ to say he will say ib"
Kommler said — ** Well, T wish overy one good
Il:;‘.;tj in this -.'-:;IE;]. and I lﬂnk ‘li:m poing l.nl a

ace, and the va 0 gaying & lok
gl'.m#, I;[?{h‘.a.t. is ok Jlmmﬁtfi all I h:uri ;!B!q.],”
And ho turned his back on the jury, took off his
coat and handed it to the warder. 'The hole had
n ouk from the band of the tronssrs down so as
Lo expose the bass of the spine, When the coat
was off Kemmler turned in the direction of the
door and began to unbutton the vest. Warder
Durston oalled attention to the fact it was not
Hmln;i?_lﬁ remove his vest, Kemmler calmly
buttoned it again, and sarefally arranged his tie.
“Don't horry about this mattor,” said tho
Warden, “ ba perfectly cool.™ Ho was by all odds
the coolest man in the room.  Ho sat down in tha
alecirie chair as quictly as though sitting down
to dinner.

The operators began immediately to adjust the
straps aronnd Kemmler's body, tho condemued
man holding L;:P his arms =0 a8 to give them overy
assistance. When the straps, had been adjusted
tho arms wera fastened down, While the straps
were being arranged Kemmlor said—"* Take youe
time ; don't be in s hurry,  Be sore everythiog is
all right.” Two or thres times he repeated thesa
phrases, and Warden Durston reassured him with
the remark that it coulda’t hurt bim, and that he
(Duaraton) would be with him all through.  YWhen
the straps had been adjusted to the body, the
warden placed a hand on Kemmler's head
and held it against the rubber cushien which
ran down the back of the chair, Kemmler's
eyea turned towards the opposite side of the
room, and then the condemned man made one
or two remarks in a perfectly clear and com-
posed tone of voice. * Well, I wish everybody
good luck,” was one of them. Depuly Yieling
unfastened the thumb sorew which held tha
figure at the back of the chair in itz place, and
bﬁ.nta lower it so that the rubber cup which
held the saturated sponge pressed against ‘t_h-a top
of the head. When the cup had been adjusted,
Kemmler said, “0, you'd better press down
further, T guess. Press that down.” So the
head-plecs was unclas and presasd furthes
down, Whils this was being done KEemmler said,
Well, I wanttodo thebest I can; I can’t do
any better than that” Warden Durston took
the leather harness, which he adjusted to
Kommler's head. It was a muzzle of broad
leather straps, which went across tho forchead
and the chin of the man in the chaie. The top of
the strap pressed down against the node until it
flattened it down slightly over the face. Asthe
harness was pot into ita place, Dr Spertzka
standing mear the chair, said soltly,; “God
bless you, Kemmler,” and tha con-
demned man answered softly, " Thank you™
The electric current was turned on and there
wias a sudden convulsion of the frame in the
chair. A spasm went over it from head to foot,
and the twitching of the mmnscles that the face
underwant gave it an expression of pain, bat no
cry escaped from the lips and no sound Lo sugpreat
that consciousness Iasted more than an infinite-
simal fraction of a second. The body remained
in a rigid position for 17 seconds. The jury and
witnosses, seated up to this moment, cama
hurriedly forward and surrounded the chair.
Thers was no movemant of the body beyond the
first convulsion. In o short time the doctors
found that lifs was not quite oextinet. As the

ap of horror-atricken witnessea stood by
ﬁmmlur‘- lips began to drip spittle, and io a
moment more the chest moved, and from the
mouth came heavy stentorions sounds, quicken-
ing and increasing with ﬂ-'ur{ reapiration, Thera
was no voics but that of the Wa erying to the
opérator to turn on the current, and the wheezing
sound and half-groan which forced iteelf past the
tightly-closed lipe. Some of the witnossos turned
away from the sight, and one of them fell down
in & faint, As soon as possible tho current was
penewed. The shock was applied for the third
time, and Kemmler was pronounced to be dead.
The physicians say that he was unconscious from
the moment of the first shock., Smoke red
at tha back of the body, whera the Was
borned by the intensity of the current. The
voltage at the first shock was sighteen hundred.,




